
Medical treatment studies included
(n=4 studies; 5 articles)

[Prospective, N>=10, >=6 mo]†

Medline search results (n=2163)
Domain experts suggestions (n=28)

Failed to meet criteria
(in abstract):(n=1816)

Studies retrieved for review of full text
(n=375)

Direct comparison studies that
failed to meet criteria (n=7)
(1 medical vs angioplasty;
 6 medical vs surgery)

Direct comparison studies included
(n=9 studies*; 11 articles)

[Any study design, N>=10, >=6 mo
(Surgery: N>=100, >=1993)]†

No intervention of interest
(n=8)

Medical treatment studies that
failed to meet criteria (n=19)
[4 eligible for review of
adverse event data]

Natural history studies that
failed to meet criteria (n=7)

Natural history studies included
(n=8 studies*; 8 articles)

[Any study design, N>=10,
>=6 mo, >=1993]†

Angioplasty studies that failed
to meet criteria (n=162)
[2 eligible for review of
adverse event data]

Angioplasty studies included
(n=25 studies; 35 articles)

[Prospective, stent placement,
N>=30, >=6 mo, >=1993,
no previous procedure]†

Surgery studies that failed to
meet criteria (n=80)

Surgery studies included
(n=4 studies; 8 articles)

[Any study design, N>=100 (10 if
†prospective), >=6 mo, >=1993]

Angioplasty and Surgery
studies that failed to meet
criteria (n=32)

* One study had data for both direct comparison of medical treatment to angioplasty and of natural history.
† Intervention-specific study-eligibility criteria.  

 


