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West Nile fever is a more severe illness than has previously
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cases in addition to West Nile meningoencephalitis cases
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geographic distribution of West Nile virus infections and
could inform public health interventions.
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In selected patients with heart failure, cardiac
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If severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) recurs, we will
need accurate clinical strategies for detecting early cases so
that we don’t overburden the health care and public health
systems with patients who are concerned about SARS but
don’t have it. In this issue, Leung and colleagues report
on a decision rule that may prove helpful as an early
case-detection strategy. We hope that other centers will try
to validate this decision rule so that we will know if we have
a proven strategy for coping with future outbreaks of SARS.
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evidence on cardiac resynchronization therapy for heart
failure, and Nichol and coworkers analyze the
cost-effectiveness of this therapy. Cardiac resynchronization
therapy may be worth its high cost if it substantially
improves patient survival, quality of life, or both. The weight
of current evidence suggests that this therapy does improve
functional status and quality of life.
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diagnosing and treating colonic neoplasia. The data on
colonoscopy accuracy, such as the findings reported in a
study in this issue, are a humbling reminder of the limitations
of colonoscopy.
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