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(including preventive measures for human papillomavirus),
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chronic myelogenous leukemia).
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Among nonlipid serum markers, only C-reactive protein
levels are significantly affected by statins. These findings
suggest that statin-mediated anti-inflammatory effects may
contribute to the ability of these drugs to reduce risk for
cardiovascular disease. Overall, however, available data are
insufficient to support recommendations for using nonlipid
serum markers in decisions about statin therapy for
individual patients.
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Immune reactions to small molecular compounds, such as
drugs, can cause many diseases involving the skin, liver,
kidney, and lungs. This review examines how T cells
recognize drugs; the cross-reactivity of drug-specific T cells;
innate immunity and drug hypersensitivity; and drug-induced
maculopapular, bullous, and pustular exanthema.

Editorials
The Promise of Topical Growth Factors in Healing
Pressure Ulcers

694

D.R. Thomas
In this issue, Landi and colleagues report on the topical
treatment of pressure ulcers with nerve growth factor.
Although the authors have shown that topical nerve growth
factor was clearly superior to vehicle control in their study,
future studies must be done to demonstrate whether this
treatment is better than other conventional therapies.
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Given the high stakes of surgical treatment, where should
patients go when they need surgery? Common sense and a
growing literature suggest that they should seek surgeons
and hospitals that frequently perform the needed procedure.
After all, practice makes perfect, doesn’t it? The studies by
Meyerhardt and Panageas and their colleagues reported in
this issue suggest that the answer to this question is
considerably more complicated than it appears.
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My first emotion was irritation. It was Friday afternoon
around 5 o’clock, and it had been a particularly busy week.
Then one of the nurses brought me one more patient
message to deal with before I got out. “Mrs. Jones called to
say that she has had blurred vision ever since she had that
echo test this morning.” I smirked. Suddenly
echocardiograms were mysteriously causing visual difficulties.
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