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Clinically detailed standardized screening criteria can safely
identify patients at public hospital emergency departments
for referral to next-day care. However, larger studies are
needed to assess the possibility of adverse effects.
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Cardioselective �-blockers do not produce clinically
significant adverse respiratory effects in patients with mild to
moderate reactive airway disease. The results were similar for
patients with concomitant chronic airway obstruction. Given
their demonstrated benefit in such conditions as heart
failure, cardiac arrhythmias, and hypertension, cardioselective
�-blockers should not be withheld from patients with mild to
moderate reactive airway disease.
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Combination therapy with leflunomide and methotrexate
provides statistically significant clinical benefit in patients
with active rheumatoid arthritis who are receiving
methotrexate therapy. Leflunomide plus methotrexate is
generally well tolerated and can be used safely with
appropriate monitoring of liver enzyme and hematologic
measures.
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Discontinuation of successful disseminated Mycobacterium
avium complex therapy after a successful response to highly
active antiretroviral therapy is safe and reduces patients’ pill
burdens, potential drug adverse effects, drug interactions,
and costs of therapy.
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The authors describe a novel incentive system designed to
promote high-quality care and increase patient access to
health care while enhancing clinical and academic
productivity and physician satisfaction. Key components of
this system include annual targets, flexibility in meeting these
targets, and ability to convert clinical productivity that
exceeds what was necessary to meet the target to support
scholarly activities.
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New information about the importance of early diagnosis
and supportive care for patients with acute tubular necrosis
has emerged. However, randomized trials of these
interventions are needed to test their effect on the morbidity
and mortality of this condition.
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D.S. Goldstein, D. Robertson, M. Esler, S.E. Straus, and
G. Eisenhofer
The term dysautonomia refers to a change in autonomic
nervous system function that adversely affects health. The
authors discuss chronic autonomic failure; autonomic
function in chronic orthostatic intolerance, essential
hypertension, panic disorder, and congestive heart failure;
and dysautonomia and the chronic fatigue syndrome and
neurocardiology.

Continued on page I-2

Contents Annals of Internal Medicine
5 November 2002 137 9 707-782

I-1

Postmaster: Send changes of address to Customer Service, Annals of Internal Medicine, 190 N. Independence Mall West, Philadelphia, PA 19106-1572. • Annals of Internal Medicine is published twice
monthly and copyrighted © 2002 by the American College of Physicians–American Society of Internal Medicine, 190 N. Independence Mall West, Philadelphia, PA 19106-1572, USA. Basic USA
subscription price is $165.00 per year. Periodicals postage paid at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and at additional mailing offices. Canada Post International Publications Mail Sales Agreement #40030513.
(ACP/Brokers, 1031 Helena Street, Fort Erie, Ontario L2A 5N8, Canada.) GST ID#128512159. • AIMEAS 137(9)707-782(2002) • US ISSN 0003-4819. INTERNATIONAL EDITION



Editorials
Deferred Care for Patients in the Emergency Department 764
E.B. Larson
In this issue, Washington and colleagues describe a system
designed to identify persons in an emergency department
who have symptoms related to abdominal and pelvic pain,
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criteria for deferred care. The deferred care approach is one
solution to the complex problem of emergency department
overcrowding that faces many busy urban centers. A better
overall solution would be widespread availability of timely
and effective ambulatory care, based on continuous
physician–patient relationships.
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disease?
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telling me that medical students were spoiled. I asked him
why. “The formaldehyde,” he replied, “you never had to
smell a rotting body on a battlefield.“
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The most peculiar thing about being fired is that everybody
stops talking to you. “It’s time for a change,” they told me,
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over.

Ad Libitum
Haven 767
T. Lahey

Tell Me 769
G. Young

Letters
Comments and Responses

Subgroup Results in the DASH-Sodium Trial 772
G. Jürgens and N. Graudal; W.M. Vollmer, F.M. Sacks, and
L.J. Appel

Public Expectation for Annual Physical Examinations 773
M.S. Wool; C. Poplin; K. Mukohara; S.K. Oboler,
A.V. Prochazka, and R.J. Anderson

Diphtheria and Tetanus Immunity 774
D.J. Balestra; G.M. McQuillan and S.Y. Chu

Lyme Disease Controversy: Use and Misuse of
Language

775

A. Lautin; E.L. McNeil; K.B. Liegner; R.B. Stricker; L.H. Sigal

Research Letter

Octreotide Therapy for the Sjögren Syndrome 777
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My entrenched skepticism about the ability of a single view
to function as collective truth has fostered in me a driving
curiosity about other peoples’ experiences and a ready desire
to hear them—elements that have enlivened my life as a
physician and writer.

Book Notes 782

Cover photograph by Marshall Marvelli

Subscription Information I-3
Information for Authors I-4
Authors’ Form I-8

Contents Annals of Internal Medicine continued
5 November 2002 137 9 707-782

I-2


