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C.D. Furberg, D.W. Kitzman, M. Cushman, J. Polak,

J.M. Gardin, B.J. Gersh, G.P. Aurigemma, and T.A. Manolio
Community-dwelling elderly persons, especially those with
impaired left ventricular function, have a substantial risk for
death from congestive heart failure. However, more deaths
occur from heart failure in persons with normal systolic
function because left ventricular function is more often
normal than impaired in elderly persons with heart failure.

Short-Course Rifampin and Pyrazinamide Compared 640
with Isoniazid for Latent Tuberculosis Infection:
A Multicenter Clinical Trial

R.M. Jasmer, J.J. Saukkonen, H.M. Blumberg, C.L. Daley,

J. Bernardo, E. Vittinghoff, M.D. King, L.M. Kawamura, and
P.C. Hopewell, for the Short-Course Rifampin and Pyrazinamide
for Tuberculosis Infection (SCRIPT) Study Investigators

A 2-month regimen of rifampin and pyrazinamide for latent
tuberculosis infection was associated with an increased risk
for grade 3 or 4 hepatotoxicity compared with a 6-month
regimen of isoniazid. Liver enzymes should be measured
routinely during treatment to screen for liver injury and
prevent progression to severe toxicity.

Ximelagatran versus Warfarin for the Prevention of 648
Venous Thromboembolism after Total Knee
Arthroplasty. A Randomized, Double-Blind Trial

C.W. Francis, B.L. Davidson, S.D. Berkowitz, P.A. Lotke,

J.S. Ginsberg, J.R. Lieberman, A.K. Webster, J.P. Whipple,
G.R. Peters, and C.W. Colwell Jr.

For prophylaxis of venous thromboembolism, fixed-dose
ximelagatran started the morning after total knee
arthroplasty is well tolerated and at least as effective as
warfarin, but it does not require coagulation monitoring or
dose adjustment.
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Indinavir levels in hair are associated with virologic outcome
in HIV-infected patients receiving highly active antiretroviral
therapy.
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Ethical Considerations of Complementary and 660
Alternative Medical Therapies in Conventional Medical

Settings

K.E. Adams, M.H. Cohen, D. Eisenberg, and A.R. Jonsen
Increasing use of complementary and alternative medical
(CAM) therapies by patients, health care providers, and
institutions has made it imperative that physicians consider
their ethical obligations when recommending, tolerating, or
proscribing these therapies. The authors present a
risk—benefit framework that can be applied to determine the
appropriateness of using CAM therapies in various clinical
scenarios.

Hospital-Onset Infections: A Patient Safety Issue 665

J.L. Gerberding

Hospital-onset infections, particularly those involving the
urinary tract, lung, and bloodstream, are common and costly
and cause substantial morbidity. This article, part of the
Quality Grand Rounds series, analyzes the case of a
78-year-old man with lung cancer who died after developing
hospital-onset pneumonia and urinary catheter-related
infection during hospitalization for elective removal of a
cerebellar metastatic lesion.

UPDATE

Update in Psychiatry 671
R.K. Schneider and J.L. Levenson

This Update covers mood disorders, anxiety disorders,
medical-psychiatric comorbid conditions, and cognitive
disorders.
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Breast Cancer in Men 678
S.H. Giordano, A.U. Buzdar, and G.N. Hortobagyi

Breast cancer is similar in men and women; however, breast
cancer in men is more frequently hormone receptor positive
and may be more sensitive to hormonal therapy.
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New Federal Initiatives To Enhance the Medical 688
Treatment of Opioid Dependence

D.A. Fiellin and P.G. O'Connor

Recent federal initiatives are designed to enhance the
medical treatment of patients with opioid dependence and
will expand the role of internists in the care of these
patients. These initiatives include a process for federal
exemptions to allow for pharmacologic treatment in office
settings, waivers for the use of new medications, and new
rules governing the oversight and distribution of opioid
agonist medications for maintenance treatment.
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Rare Outcomes, Common Treatments: Analytic 693
Strategies Using Propensity Scores

L.E. Braitman and P.R. Rosenbaum

Focusing on Jasmer and colleagues’ study in this issue, the
authors discuss the use of propensity scores to adjust for
overt biases in treatment assignment in nonrandomized
trials.

Hair It Is: The Long and Short of Monitoring 696
Antiretroviral Treatment

M. Gandhi and R.M. Greenblatt

In this issue, Bernard and colleagues describe the relationship
between the level of indinavir in hair, virologic response, and
the occurrence of resistant HIV mutations. Their article
provides evidence for a promising new option for monitoring
exposure to antiretroviral regimens.
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