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A multicomponent program of warfarin management
reduced the frequency of major bleeding in older patients.
These findings support the premise that efforts to reduce the
likelihood of major bleeding will lead to safe and effective
use of warfarin therapy in older patients.
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Ultrasonography altered clinical management for 63 % of
patients referred to a thyroid nodule clinic after abnormal
results on thyroid physical examination. The results suggest
that routine thyroid ultrasonography should be seriously
considered for all patients with suspected thyroid nodules.
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This Update reviews key literature relevant to the care of
hospitalized patients. Topics covered include pulmonary
medicine, cardiology, infectious diseases, and end-of-life
care.
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Vasovagal syncope is a common, difficult to manage clinical
syndrome. Advancements are being made in laboratory
investigations of its triggering mechanisms. Randomized,
controlled trials of pharmacologic and nonpharmacologic
interventions are needed.
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Part 2 of this two-part conference focuses on treatments

for osteoarthritis, including oral medications, alternative
therapies, biomedical approaches, and surgery.
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practical significance, and there is no reason to think it any

less so in medical science. The growth of trial names in

recent years reflects important professional and proprietary

trends in medicine that deserve our attention.
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