
Articles
Watchful Waiting with Periodic Liver Biopsy versus
Immediate Empirical Therapy for Histologically Mild
Chronic Hepatitis C. A Cost-Effectiveness Analysis

665

J.B. Wong and R.S. Koff, for the International Hepatitis
Interventional Therapy Group
For histologically mild chronic hepatitis C, initial combination
therapy compared with periodic liver biopsy should reduce
the future risk for cirrhosis, prolong life, and be
cost-effective.

Comparison of Oral Fluconazole and Itraconazole for
Progressive, Nonmeningeal Coccidioidomycosis.
A Randomized, Double-Blind Trial

676

J.N. Galgiani, A. Catanzaro, G.A. Cloud, R.H. Johnson,
P.L. Williams, L.F. Mirels, F. Nassar, J.E. Lutz, D.A. Stevens,
P.K. Sharkey, V.R. Singh, R.A. Larsen, K.L. Delgado,
C. Flanigan, and M.G. Rinaldi, for the National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious Diseases–Mycoses Study Group
Neither fluconazole nor itraconazole showed statistically
superior efficacy in nonmeningeal coccidioidomycosis,
although there was a trend toward slightly greater efficacy
with itraconazole.

A Multicomponent Intervention To Prevent Major
Bleeding Complications in Older Patients Receiving
Warfarin. A Randomized, Controlled Trial

687

R.J. Beyth, L. Quinn, and C.S. Landefeld
A multicomponent program of warfarin management
reduced the frequency of major bleeding in older patients.
These findings support the premise that efforts to reduce the
likelihood of major bleeding will lead to safe and effective
use of warfarin therapy in older patients.

Brief Communications
Usefulness of Ultrasonography in the Management of
Nodular Thyroid Disease

696

E. Marqusee, C.B. Benson, M.C. Frates, P.M. Doubilet,
P.R. Larsen, E.S. Cibas, and S.J. Mandel
Ultrasonography altered clinical management for 63% of
patients referred to a thyroid nodule clinic after abnormal
results on thyroid physical examination. The results suggest
that routine thyroid ultrasonography should be seriously
considered for all patients with suspected thyroid nodules.

Methylene Blue Improves the Hepatopulmonary
Syndrome

701

P. Schenk, C. Madl, S. Rezaie-Majd, S. Lehr, and C. Müller
Intravenous methylene blue improved hypoxemia and
hyperdynamic circulation in patients with liver cirrhosis
and severe hepatopulmonary syndrome.

Update
Update in Hospital Medicine 707
K.E. Hauer and N. Winawer
This Update reviews key literature relevant to the care of
hospitalized patients. Topics covered include pulmonary
medicine, cardiology, infectious diseases, and end-of-life
care.

Review
Vasovagal Syncope 714
A.M. Fenton, S.C. Hammill, R.F. Rea, P.A. Low, and W.-K. Shen

A vasovagal
response induced
by tilt-table
testing and
isoproterenol
infusion in a
cardiac transplant
recipient.

Vasovagal syncope is a common, difficult to manage clinical
syndrome. Advancements are being made in laboratory
investigations of its triggering mechanisms. Randomized,
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interventions are needed.
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