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For infections related to implantable electrophysiologic
devices, complete device removal and antimicrobial therapy
allow timely, successful reimplantation at a remote anatomic
site without substantial risk for surgical mortality or recurrent
infection.
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and prostate cancer.
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Recent advances in the understanding of selected aspects
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initiatives.

NIH CONFERENCE

Osteoarthritis: New Insights. Part 1: The Disease and 635
Its Risk Factors

D.T. Felson, R.C. Lawrence, P.A. Dieppe, R. Hirsch,
C.G. Helmick, J.M. Jordan, R.S. Kington, N.E. Lane,
M.C. Nevitt, Y. Zhang, M.F. Sowers, T. McAlindon,
T.D. Spector, A.R. Poole, S.Z. Yanovski, G. Ateshian,
L. Sharma, J.A. Buckwalter, K.D. Brandt, and J.F. Fries
Part 1 of this two-part conference addresses a new
understanding of what osteoarthritis is and the risk
factors that predispose to disease occurrence.
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It now appears almost certain that screening colonoscopy
can effectively reduce colorectal cancer-related mortality and
is probably more effective than fecal occult blood testing,
flexible sigmoidoscopy, or both. An important remaining
question is how much this strategy will cost. In this issue,
Sonnenberg and colleagues attempt to answer that question.
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The association between chronic hepatitis C virus infection
and type 2 diabetes mellitus, reported by Mehta and
colleagues in this issue, seems genuine. However, numerous
questions must still be addressed, most notably those
regarding the nature of the link between the disorders.
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