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Older Age, Aggressiveness of Care, and 721
Survival for Seriously Ill, Hospitalized Adults

M.B. Hamel, R.B. Davis, JM. Teno, W.A. Knaus,

J. Lynn, F. Harrell Jr., A.N. Galanos, A.W. Wu,

and R.S. Phillips, for the SUPPORT Investigators

This study found a modest association between patient age and short-
term survival of serious illness. This age effect was not explained by the
current practice of providing less aggressive care to elderly patients.

Prophylactic Fluconazole in Liver Transplant 729
Recipients. A Randomized, Double-Blind,
Placebo-Controlled Trial

D.J. Winston, A. Pakrasi, and R.W. Busuttil

Prophylactic fluconazole after liver transplantation decreases fungal
colonization, prevents superficial and invasive fungal infections, and is
not associated with appreciable hepatotoxicity. Although this therapy is
related to fewer deaths from fungal infection compared with placebo,
it does not improve overall survival.
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M. Weiss, and H.G. Prentice, for the Late Effects

Working Party of the European Cooperative

Group for Blood and Marrow Transplantation

and the European Late Effect Project Group

The spectrum of neoplasms and immunosuppressive treatment with
cyclosporine for chronic graft-versus-host disease as dominant risk fac-
tors indicate that immunosuppression is the major cause of malignant
neoplasms in patients receiving bone marrow transplants.

Influence of Patient Education on Profiles of 745
Physician Practices

K. Fiscella and P. Franks

Profiles of physician practices that base ratings of physician perfor-
mance on patients’ physical and mental health status are substantially
affected by patients’ level of education. However, these results do not
suggest that physicians who care for less educated patients provide
worse care. Physician profiling should account for differences in pa-
tients’ level of education.

BRIEF COMMUNICATIONS

Influence of the Vitamin D Receptor Gene 752
Polymorphism on Bone Loss in Men after

Liver Transplantation

J. Guardiola, X. Xiol, R. Sallie, J.M. Nolla,

D. Roig-Escofet, E. Jaurrieta, and L. Casais

Vitamin D receptor gene polymorphism influences bone loss after liver
transplantation. Patients with the bb genotype are, to some extent,
protected against post-transplantation bone loss.

Synovial Fluid Analysis for Diagnosis of 756
Intercritical Gout

E. Pascual, E. Batlle-Gualda, A. Martinez,

J. Rosas, and P. Vela

Arthrocentesis of asymptomatic knees and first metatarsophalangeal
joints and synovial fluid analysis are simple procedures that facilitate
the diagnosis of gout during intercritical periods.
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Update in Oncology 760

J.C. Ruckdeschel

Among the many important topics that currently come under the head-
ing of oncology, this Update focuses on the most common diseases:
prostate cancer, breast cancer, and lung cancer.

Combination Therapy with Multiple 768
Disease-Modifying Antirheumatic Drugs in
Rheumatoid Arthritis: A Preventive Strategy

T. Pincus, J.R. O’Dell, and J.M. Kremer

This paper discusses the rationale for a rheumatoid arthritis treatment
strategy that aims to control inflammation as completely as possible;
summarizes evidence from randomized, controlled clinical trials of com-
bination disease-modifying antirheumatic drugs to control inflamma-
tion; and describes a contemporary approach to rheumatoid arthritis.
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Name-based surveillance of HIV infection is the law in 31 U.S. states,
but it remains controversial. The Multistate Evaluation of Surveillance
for HIV Study Group surveyed a cross-sectional probability sample of
persons with AIDS in 5 states that use name-based surveillance. The
results suggest that the potential for negative or positive effects of this
surveillance on partner notification and access to health care has been
exaggerated.
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Few clinical research projects have generated as much public interest or
as many published articles as SUPPORT (the Study to Understand Prog-
noses and Preferences for Outcomes and Risks of Treatment). The
latest of these articles appears in this issue. What accounts for SUP-
PORT's impact?
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missed her. | was meant to find her, to stop her.
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