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Differences between ethnic groups in use of cardiovascular procedures
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In fall 1996, a small cluster of Escherichia coli O157:H7 infections was
linked to unpasteurized apple juice. This study found that standard
procedures at a plant that produces unpasteurized juices were inade-
quate to eliminate contamination with E. coli O157:H7. This outbreak
showed that unpasteurized juices must be considered a potentially
hazardous food.
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In spring 1996, an outbreak of cyclosporiasis associated with fresh
Guatemalan raspberries occurred in the United States and Canada. In
spring 1997, another outbreak took place. These outbreaks highlight
the need for better understanding of the biology and epidemiology of
Cyclospora cayetanensis and for stronger prevention and control mea-
sures to ensure the safety of produce that is eaten raw.
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The articles by Daumit and Leape and their colleagues in this issue
indicate that health care access, quality, and equity are related. As we
continue to strive to reduce ethnicity-based disparities in access to
health care, we should not neglect the equally important issue of
assuring that those services are delivered in an appropriate, timely, and
effective manner.
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